IMPRESARIO

pleases him most as he steps out of the wings onto the concert
stage. And, being Rubinstein, he will do it.

Lady of Spain

If Lew Leslie did nothing else with his International Revue,
he saved me the cost of a trip to Spain. Because it was in that pro-
duction that I first saw Argentinita.

She was smothered in inept staging; her essentially pure and
simple art staggered under the burden of cumbersome elaboration.
She did not receive good notices.

But to me she was a perfect jewel in a too-big, too-fancy setting,
a chaste gem in a gaudy brooch. I wanted her as one of my concert
artists.

I began to lay siege to her then, in 1930. It took me six years
to persuade her that America would love her when she was properly
presented, and another two years before she was ready to set foot
again on the soil which had proved so chilly the first time.

Again and again I have found myself confronted with this diffi-
culty. A great artist, who because of unfortunate auspices or in-
felicitous presentation has met with less than his due on his first
entry into America, is naturally reluctant to try a second time.
Why should he break his heart against the wall of American indif-
ference when Europe clamors for him, South America welcomes
him like a king, Australia kills the fatted calf whenever he chooses
to make the long journey "down under"?

So I have developed a skill like that of the trainer urging a
nervous and beautiful race horse over a hurdle which has once
tripped him. After one miss, the hurdle looks twice as high as
it did the first time, and the persuader needs all the art he can
.muster. If I had any tinge of uncertainty in my soul, I probably
should not succeed. For artists have a superhuman scent for an-
other's doubts and hesitations.
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